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The contact sessions are structured to hone the clinical skills and face to face interaction of students and 
the facilitators, who attend the respective centers. The sessions also include student seminars, patient 
bedside and case scenario discussions. 

Faculty Development Workshop: 

Yearly faculty development programs are held by the Distance Education unit of CMC to enthuse faculty 
involved in the distant learning Family Medicine program on Family Medicine principles and also orient 
on effective facilitation of contact program, to be ‘platform for transformation’. The workshop activities 
include interactive lectures, roleplays and facilitators’ discussion on the challenges faced in conducting 
the face to face sessions.  

 

 

Dr. Patrick Luwaga, Deputy Medical Director, Mengo Hospital, Kampala, Uganda is our local coordinator 
at the Ugandan regional center. He attended the faculty development workshop and actively 
participated in the workshop activities. 
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EDITORIAL

Vinod Shah
CEO- ICMDA

Personhood

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…………

Personhood debate is very important because it has bearing on many bio-ethical issues.  Christian 
debate on abortion, euthanasia, sexuality and marriage depends on an understanding of this Biblical 
presupposition.

Man is unique because he like the triune God is a person.  Humans look like animals (almost and some 
more than others!) but in the mysterious depths of their being, there is a very huge difference.  Animals 
are not persons.

Personhood means several things:  One is that humans have moral decision making ability; once this 
ability gets blunted, he resembles animal even more.  There is much debate if in fact animals have a moral 
faculty or not.  No one can provide convincing proof unless you get into an animal psyche; however, the 
scripture provides some guidelines.  One is that if animals had a moral ability then they would have been 
sinners too after the fall and God would have had to die for them too.  We do not see this in the scriptures.  
There is a mention of salvation for animals (the lion and the lamb will live in harmony says the book of 
Revelation) but this is linked to human salvation.  In the book of Jonah, when people in Nineveh repented 
they were spared, and the animals were also spared.  Again in the Old Testament animals were used as 
sacrifices for human sin, but if animals were tainted with sin, I suspect they would not have made good 
sacrifices.  I say all this about animals because there is tendency among “evolutionists” and among some 
Indian religions to equate humans with animals.

Personhood means that there is a bit of God likeness in every human being, however, corrupted he or 
she might be either bodily or spiritually.  This is why God said that loving your neighbour is a step towards 
loving God.  This is also the reason why the poor or the deformed or handicapped have to be treated as if 
they were images of God.  This is the reason why Christian doctors spend time healing the marginalized 
because they are exactly as other men: made in the image of God.  Disease or HIV or poverty cannot 
diminish this image of God in Man.  The only thing that can diminish or even erase the image of God in 
Man is sin.

When does “personhood” start?  Many suggestions have been made at fertilization, at implantation, after 
the heart starts beating, after the baby begins to kick, and even after the baby takes the first breath.  
However, the moment of fertilization is paradigmatically different from all other events.  It is the moment 
of decision making: when the male and female come together and decide to unite.  The fertilization is 
a matter of the “will” and therefore very different from the other events which are events that are “fait 
accompli” (means that once the process is set in motion by fertilization, it will go on inexorably till the 
mother delivers).  Just as God created the world as an act of His will, so also human creation should 
logically start as a wilful decision between a man and a woman.  This is why abortion is the same as 
destroying a person.

Finally, personhood is nurtured by good “relationships” and damaged by bad.  It is 
the reason why all the Ten Commandments were about “relationships” with either 
God or man (as individuals or as community).  This is also the reason why medical 
professionals should spend time healing relationships between individuals, community 
and with God besides managing the bodily illness.



                                    

2

FROM THE REGIONS

INDIA

SOUTH ASIA

From Dr. Santosh Mathew, South Asia Regional Secretary

Please pray for the country of Nepal. In the midst of recovering from 
the earthquake, there have been internal struggles with people groups 
revolting against the government.

Pray for the Nepal National conference from 5th to 7th of November 2015.
Pray for the South Asia regional conference planned for end of October 2016.

Report from Evangelical Medical Fellowship of India
We praise and thank God for the way He has led EMFI in the past months.  It has been our 
joy to journey with the medical & dental students and doctors in India and to see how the 
Lord has been working in their lives.
We Praise God for the many events 
that took place in the past months.  

Some of the programs are listed below:
The EMFI staffs were able to meet 
at Umri Christian Hospital, Umri, 
Maharashtra, from 26th to 28th of July 
2015 for an exciting time of prayer and 
Strategic Planning for the work ahead.

About 130 students attended the Tamil Nadu State Conference held at Pachalur in August 
2015.  They had a blessed and enriching time of learning from the word of God.

EMFI released a new book on Medical Missions ‘On the Wings 
of Dawn’ at a book launch function in Chennai.  The book was 
released by Dr. Prateep V Philip IPS in the presence of seniors 
like Dr. M.C.Mathew and others from the EMFI family.  The 
book which is a compilation 
of articles by several authors 
on the Current State & 
Practice of Medical Missions 

in India was compiled by Dr. Varghese Philip.

Around 20 students attended the leadership program at 
Annaikatti, Tamil Nadu, where topics like Stewardship 
and Servant Leadership were dealt with.
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An International Saline Process seminar was held at Sri Lanka in August 2015 where 55 
doctors and nurses from three provinces attended and were trained to share the Love of 
Christ to their patients.

In August 2015, around 5 young 
doctor couples attended the 
marriage enrichment seminar 
organised at SU Cornerstone 
Centre, Chennai.

The EMFI Executive committee 
met at Bangalore, Karnataka 
(19th September 2015) where 
some major decisions about the 
future work of EMFI were decided.

One day retreat for Medical 
Students on basic biblical 
doctrines called ‘DOWNLOAD’ 

was held at Chennai on September 20th 2015, around 30 students attended it and were 
blessed.

An accompaniment program called ‘ALONGSIDERZ’ for the junior doctors of Duncan 
Christian Hospital, Raxaul was held at Muzafarpur between 25th - 27th September 2015).

Some of the upcoming events for which we solicit your prayers:

• The North India Conference at Lucknow (13th - 15th October 2015).
• The North East India Regional Conference at Guwahati (23rd - 25th October 2015).
• The combined conference of the states of AP & Telangana (23rd - 26th October 2015).
• The marriage seminar at SU, Cornerstone, Chennai (30th October - 1st November 2015).
• The one day retreat ‘DOWNLOAD’ (basic doctrinal teaching) at Guntur (8th November 2015).
• Karnataka State Conference (End of January 2016).

Dr. Nadeem Vice Chair:  

Christian Hospital Association of Pakistan.
CHAP is a non-member of ICMDA and looking forward to get the membership.

Prayer request

Please do pray for Christian Hospital Association of Pakistan as we have annual conference 
and General body meeting on November 18th to 20th 2015 at Christian Hospital, Quetta, 
Pakistan.

PAKISTAN 
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In this year April 2015, we were able to host the 26th National Conference of our Association.  
The main theme was “The medical career between fulfilment and disappointment” and we 
were blessed to hear Dr. Rick Paul sharing his wisdom concerning ways to balance our 
love of God above everything and the challenges of everyday life.  About 175 people 
attended the conference, mostly students and young doctors.

A couple of months later the junior doctors 
from AMCR spent a wonderful outdoor 
weekend far away from the noisy urban 
life.  We discussed about work integrity 
at the beginning of one`s career and the 
temptation of compromise for promotion.  
We managed to set some principles 
that will help us to keep our integrity for 
the sake of Christ.  The 51 attendants 
had a great opportunity for fellowship, 
knowledge, support and growth.
As the Christian doctors in our country, 

we have the chance to serve our neighbours outside the clinic as well.  Romania still 
has many areas in which access to healthcare is limited, mostly due to lack of medical 
insurance.  Therefore, in August and September 2015, we organized 3 medical events in 
which we gave medical advice, free medication and Christian message.  Teams of 12-14 
doctors were accompanied by the students.  These kinds of occasions which are held in 
our country since many years are also giving people a chance to hear the Gospel through 
us.

One of the most flourishing sections in our association is the student section.  In August 
2015, they had their first AMCR camp which gathered 60 participants.

EURASIA

ROMANIA
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Here is one of the witnesses: “it is still vivid in my mind that night when I could feel what 
probably only saints from the past felt that godly unity we so often sing about but so 
rarely experience or understand; it was like we wanted that moment to last forever, simply 
standing in the presence of God.  For me, it was a milestone and I can’t wait to relive it.”

Our next project is the students and junior doctors’ conference to be held from 13th - 15th 
November 2015.  We would really appreciate your prayers - we have a new board, we 
need unity, guidance, inspiration and wisdom in everything we do.

Blessings,
Dr. Didina Luga, AMC Romania

Report from CMF

CMF Netherlands will have its Annual Meeting on Saturday 14th November 2015.  The 
subject is ‘Counterculture’ - how Christian doctors can be an influence in the society.  We 
are hoping to see 100 participants.

The Student ministry will have another meeting in the weekend of January [29 - 31st] 
2016.  The subject is ‘Christian Identity’ as a doctor and as a medical student.  We hope 
to have 60 participants to be a part of this meet.

Dr .Valbona Iljazi, Reports

News:  Many Christian Doctors have left and still are leaving Albania for many reasons, 
mostly finances and no opportunities for professional development.

The medical system in Albania is highly corrupted and the coordinated care is lacking.  
Christian Doctors that work especially in the Government Institutions are under lots of 
pressure while they try hard to provide the best patient care.

Praise:  We praise God for Christian Doctors who continue to be the light in the darkness 
of our medical system.  We thank God for the opportunity we had to minister to the group 
of Christian medical students.

Prayer:  We would greatly appreciate your prayer support while we work hard to solve the 
complicated financial issues we face.
We need prayer for grace and wisdom from our Heavenly Father to know how we should 
organize in a better way so we may encourage Christian Doctors to get together.

NETHERLANDS

ALBANIA
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Dr. Friedrich Ritter
Please pray for our DACH (Deutsch Austrian, Swiss) Congress, from 24 -25th Oct 2015 
in Salzburg about ethics in medicine.

For further information please visit - www.archae.at

Report from CMF UK
We praise God for the overwhelming defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill in the UK Parliament 
on 11th September 2015, by 330 votes to 118.  Pray that this clear decision will bring an 
end to attempts to change the law for years to come.

We also give thanks for the CMF Developing Health Course, which equips and trains 
those working in resource-poor contexts overseas or those who consider doing so.  The 
2015 course held during the summer attracted the biggest-ever enrolment.  The next date 
for the 2016 course is from 19 June to 1 July.  See www.cmf.org.uk/DHC for details.

Please pray for medical students starting their courses.  Pray for campus-based CMF 
groups as they make contact with Fresher’s.  Pray that new medical students will identify 
themselves as Christians and link up with CMF groups.  Pray for recently qualified doctors.  
At this stage of the year many face triple challenge like settling into new jobs, finding their 
feet in unfamiliar towns and cities, and finding a church.  Pray for senior doctors as they 
reach out to juniors with friendship and hospitality.

Christian Dental fellowship prayer requests,

Pray for CDF's impact in the dental profession as members meet with colleagues.  We 
are seeking to help those in need as we cooperate with the benevolent fund of the British 
Dental Association.  Pray for our contact with staff and patients in our daily work.  Pray for 
increase in our membership.

Pray for dentists overseas who are relieving pains as part of their gospel witness to 
many needy people.  Dentaid is sending teams and supplying instruments; Bridge2 aid is 
training national health workers in basic dentistry in Tanzania; Global Child Dental Fund is 
working with the leaders of the dental profession in many countries to promote prevention 
of dental caries, etc.  Dentists (especially maxillo-facial surgeons) are working on Africa 
Mercy ships, at present in Madagascar.
Pray for good attendance and spiritual refreshments at the annual conference at Hothorpe 
Hall from October 16th-18th 2015 for members, wives, students and children.
Pray for the Christian witness in our dental schools, welcome to freshers and gospel 
opportunities particularly with carol services in December.
Pray for Stanley Parikh, our student secretary.

AUSTRIA 

UK 
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Dr. Eckhard Piegsa
President of ACM Germany reports

Together with ARCHAE Austria and AGEAS Switzerland, we are holding our first regional 
conference of the German speaking ICMDA member movements.  The focus is on 
understanding present day thinking and ideologies and finding a spiritual based - intelligent 
and intelligible answer to some of the issues dominating societies and medicine in the 
West these days.  Speakers will be from each of the three countries and we are looking 
forward to the event and keen to see how Jesus is going to use it in each individual's life 
as well as in each of our movements.  

We do hope for a continuation of this cooperation, as well as for the future impact on the 
region, maybe by the way of coordinating events and ministries with neighbor movements.  
We do pray for protection in preparing as well as conducting the conference, which is going 
to be held in Salzburg, Austria, from October 23th – 25th, 2015, and followed by a one-day 
course of the Saline Solution project.  We pray for good participation.  Pray for the Holy Spirit 
to be at work in each of those actively involved and in each attendant.  Pray for an atmosphere 
of trust in Him and openness to one another, humility and spiritual authority.

Dr. Klara Kišgeci Dudas, Reports:

CMF Serbia engaged in welcoming forced migrants and refuges seeking medical care to 
those who were stopped in front of National Borders.  It is a call for all believers to follow 
Jesus’ way of compassionate and sacrificial charity.  Three our CMF Serbia members with 
two foreign missionary nurses provided basic medical assistance in the field in front of the 
National Border.

Global Prayer Summit at Wales

It has been a privilege to be as a delegate at the 10th Anniversary of Prayer for Healthcare, 
held in Cardiff, Wales.  The theme was ‘Moved with Compassion.’  About 170 delegates 
gathered from 40 countries to worship the Lord.  Dr. Klara Kišgeci Dudas, HCF Serbia 
president took a session on "Compassionate and 
caring healing ministry for the sick" based on the 
promises in the Bible.  We also recalled the basis 
of the written Truth about ‘The Unfailing love of the 
Father, The Passion of the Son, the Empathy and the 
Holy Spirit.’

We prayed for health workers, the sick, the poor 
and the rejected, the enslaved, the broken hearted, 
children who live at risk and others.  Our prayer was 
that the way out is visible and easily passable as in 
the Isaiah chapter 35.

GERMANY

SERBIA
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Prayer requests:

• The new developmental Healthcare for church: Pastoral training for church leaders 
and counsellors on Power of Pornography.

• Pray for the Christian Counsellors network seminar with Emeritus Prof Dr Glynn 
Harrison.

• Pray for the First CMF Serbia seminar at Medical University, Novi Sad and the topic 
is “God in the Mind: has brain science buried God?” - Speaker: Glynn Harrison.

• Pray for the Healthcare for doctors and students.
• Pray for the progress of International Saline trainings and new disciples.

Stephanie Potter
Interim Administration Director, CMDS Canada
The Christian Medical and Dental Society of Canada had a busy year working with other 
interested groups such as Canadian Physicians for Life and the Canadian Federation 
of Catholic Physicians’ Societies to protect doctor’s conscience rights.  The Supreme 
Court of Canada ended the legal ban on assisted suicide giving the government a year to 
provide regulations.  The various provincial colleges and medical associations have been 
working and developing their own professional policies within that timeframe.
CMDS Canada was invited to prepare policy for the Canadian Medical Association’s 
Annual General Meeting in August.  This proposal was listed with other options for practice 
and when polled, the delegates favoured the CMDS Canada option which proposed that 
Doctors provide all information on the patient’s options and then the patient would self-
refer.  The passionate discussion from the floor showed willingness for a debate and a 
deep care for patients.  We praise the Lord for the good work He is doing despite our 
weakness and ask you to continue to pray for our members and staff.

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
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Dr. Reyna Duron, Central America Regional Secretary,

I am a speaker at the Conference in Guatemala which is 
going to be held in 3 weeks’ time.
I hope to meet the new Guatemala chapter and get their 
request to join ICMDA.  Pray as they are getting ready for 
this conference. 
We will be launching our page on social network soon so that 
we can connect the teams of this region.
 We are waiting to hear from Mexico about the organization's 
conference in 2017.
 
Mesoamerica and the Caribbean
Please Pray 
1) For the reorganization of the Guatemalan chapter taking place during September and 
October 2015.

2) For the new communication network that is being planned for the region which is to 
be launched in October 2015.

3) For the establishment of the organizing committee for the 2017 regional congress.

4) For the new Regional Secretary, for strength, wisdom, and skill to organize the time 
available for the ministry despite multiple occupations.

5) For a renewal and strengthen network of students and juniors in the region.

Thank God
For the new ministry opportunities in our region.
For the new colleagues and students that are being contacted.
For new relations and alliances that can help this ministry.

CENTRAL AMERICA 

EAST AFRICA

Report of the Eastern Africa Regional Students and Junior Doctors’ conference, 
Lwenza conference and Training Centre, Kampala, Uganda, 3rd -5th April 2015

The VII East African ICMDA Junior doctors and 
Medical students Conference was hosted by the 
Uganda Christian Medical Fellowship (UCMF) 
from 3rd - 5th April 2015 at Lwenza training and 
conference centre, Kampala.The professional 
doctors practicing in Uganda provided Budgetary 
and extra-budgetary support. The conference was 
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attended by 181 resident participants and over 50 non-resident participants representing 
8 countries - Burundi, Rwanda, DRC, Kenya, Tanzania, Congo, South Sudan and Uganda 
and 4 missionaries from India, Nigeria and Cuba.  The three national companies supported 
the conference by supporting financially. The delegates from Ethiopia and The Sudan 
were not able to attend the conference.

During the opening session, the chairperson of UCMF, Dr. Noleb Mugisha, welcomed all 
the participants to the conference and also read the message from the ICMDA Regional 
Representative, Dr. Peter Gaitho, who was unable to attend the conference in person.

The first session was devoted in providing an overview of the conference followed by 
a Theme exposition I ‘Take your position, stand your ground and live for Christ’ by Dr. 
Okumu Gabriel.  Ministration II was devoted to Holistic medicine (Spirit, Soul and Body) 
by Prof. Wabembe Charles.  Saline process training was given by Dr. Noleb Mugisha, 
Dr. Barbara Namugga and Mr. Erasmus.  The participants exhibited different traditional 
cultural presentations on the last night of the conference (cultural gala night).
The conference identified and focused it’s meditation on three major themes:

1. Taking a position.
2. Standing out.
3. Living for Christ.

During the breakout sessions participants shared experiences and testimonies in the 
medical field and the journey of salvation including activities in their various countries.
Delegates from Rwanda ministered to the Lord and the participants in praise and worship 
songs during the conference.
The conference also noted that there is a need to create a communication network that 
includes social media where mutual Christ relationship can be channelled.
The country representatives held a meeting in the morning hours of the last day of the 
conference and agreed to have the Tanzania as the host for VIII Regional conference 
in 2017, the venue will be finalized later.  It was also agreed that early preparations 
should be done and regional participation of the organization was highly encouraged 
and supported.
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Dr. BERABOSE CHARLES, CMSF-RWANDA COORDINATOR
Christian Medical Students Fellowship-Rwanda (CMSF-Rwanda) Annual Report (2014-2015)

Christian Medical Students Fellowship (CMSF) is an evangelical Christian Medical 
Students Association based at the University of Rwanda (UR), School of Medicine and 
Pharmacy.

Its main objectives are spiritual evangelization to Medical students’ community, outreach 
mission, hospital ministry, international and regional academic exchanges.
We conducted these following:

1. Welcoming New Students
Every year we welcome new batch 
who join our school.  This year we did 
a seminar where there were different 
doctors who helped us to tell those 
new students much about CMSF and 
encouraged them to join us.  This was 
held in the Main Auditorium at our 
school on 18th October 2014.
 

2. Outreach at Kabutare District Hospital
In this year also, we conducted outreach programs where we helped about 60 Patients in 
Kabutare District Hospital.
We equipped them with different materials including clothes, soaps, sugar, etc       
We brought health insurances for three patients and medicines for 7 patients.

3. Participating in VII East and Central Africa Regional Junior Doctors’ and 
Medical Students’ Conference

This year we participated in the 7th East and Central African regional junior doctors’ and 
medical students’ conference which took place in Luweza, Uganda between 3rd to 5th 
April 2015.  We were 12 participants from Rwanda - all of them were Medical students.
In that conference, we learnt how to take our position and stand our ground and live for 
Christ as the theme was “Take your position, stand your ground and Live for Christ.”
       

4. Outreach at Gashora Health Center and Bethsaida Health Center
As I have mentioned in our objectives as CMSF-RWANDA, we help those who need our help.
In partnership with Baptist Church from USA and Rwanda Christian Medical Doctors 
Association, we conducted outreach program where we treated patients and gave medicines 
freely.  The outreach was divided in two groups.  We treated about 1500 patients in two places.

• The first outreach took place at Gashora Health Center in Bugesera District.  It was 
from 15th -16th June 2015.  We were 7 Medical doctors and 16 Medical students.

• The second outreach took place at Bethsaida Health Center in Kicukiro District.  It 
was from 17th -18th June 2015. We were 6 Medical doctors and 10 Medical students.
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5. End Year Party
At the end of every year, we take time to evaluate ourselves, executive committee 
handover, appreciation to all members and partners.  This year it took place at King’s 
palace in Nyanza District commonly known as Mu Rukari on 28th June 2015.
 
We also have:

• Every Monday have a faculty fellowship where we share testimonies and the word of 
God held at our faculty garden.  We invite guests for sharing how to relate our Medical 
career with the word of God.

• Twice a month we have fasting prayers from 12:00PM-1:30PM every first Monday and 
third of every month.

• We often visit patient twice a month at our nearest hospital where we share the word 
of God and meal with them.

Sport Activities:  We participate in sport twice a year.
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Christian Responses to Global Health Issues at Medical Science Group UPH 
Campus to be held on December 2nd -4th 2015 • Lippo Village—Jakarta, Indonesia 
Overview
There is a need for Christ centred healthcare refinement and new directions across the 
world today.  We need clear answers in a changing world on the significance and the 
role that Christ centred healthcare professionals and institutions should function. Thus, it 
is crucial that we meet to redefine and reaffirm our God given roles and responsibilities 
in facing the challenges of changing disease patterns, massive environmental & natural 
disasters, and other upheavals in the social fabric of our world.
This conference brings together healthcare workers from a variety of backgrounds ranging 
from those working with economic disparity and epidemics to emerging infections. This 
is a forum for Christians involved in cutting edge technology & scientific research in 
prevention, cure and/or improving the quality of life and to share and to present their 
experiences.

This conference is a multidisciplinary discourse to bring together Christian doctors, 
nurses, dentist and other allied health professionals on a common platform to interact on 
the holistic meaning of Christ’s mandate and to be involved in His work of Healing.  This is 
a unique opportunity to share experiences, innovative approaches and success stories of 
being salt and light, in the areas where one has been called to serve - be it in community 
outreach, clinical service, teaching, training or research.

We invite you to share your story, share your experience as a participant, and presenter 
of a paper or a poster.  We welcome short videos on your work.  Christian Health care 
professionals from Asia, USA and other parts of the world are joining this conference.

Conference Dates:  2nd Wed to 4th Friday December 2015 
Please log on to the website for further information http://www.livingfortruth.org/ 
Dr. Lydia for CMDF Indonesia Reports 
Activities were a bit slow due to the Ramadhan but CMDFI did have several important things.

1. Thankful for Consultative Medical Mission Conference that was held in August 14th 
-17th 2015 in Solo.  This is a consultative meeting on medical mission that was done 
first time so far. Over more than 30 medical mission groups joined this meeting.  It 
was a fruitful and inspiring event.

2. Preparation for the next year National Medical Conference 2016 both for students 
and doctors is in progress.  Please do support us in prayer.

3. Campus ministry is progressing.
4. Praise God for the emerging new ministry among the graduates/ doctors in Surabaya, 

East Java, as a follow up of CMMC event.
5. Please pray for this new fellowship, may God continue to work through His people there.

SOUTH EAST ASIA 

 INDONESIA
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Dr. Bill Hague, Oceania Regional Secretaries

I recently had my first ever visit to Samoa to meet some of the Christian doctors and explore 
with them what ICMDA stands for.  A small group of five came to a small church to listen and 
talk including one Hindu couple; however, as the fifth slide was shown the office in Vellore, 
the husband called out and said "I know that place: I was trained in Vellore.  We went on to 
have a very good discussion about what being a Christian doctor means.  May the Holy Spirit 
continue his work in that couple as well as in their country.
I then went on to New Zealand for the annual National CMF NZ conference in Rotorua at the 
beautiful Keswick Conference centre by the lake.  Although the weather outside was chilly, 
the warmth of the gathering was remarkable as over 160 graduates and students met to hear 
from speakers such as Peter Saunders, the CEO of CMF UK, who helpfully and challengingly 
unpacked the book of Daniel for our contemporary society.  

We also heard from Anthony Hill, the national NZ Commissioner for Health and Disability, who 
with a strong personal testimony encouraged us to be salt and light in this dark world where 
people make errors and wrong choices.  It was good to reconnect with a lot of friends at what 
was their largest conference in the recent years with a fine lot of students coming through 
- a good harbinger perhaps of next year's joint conference with ICMDA Oceania Region in 
Auckland.

Finally, I went to Papua New Guinea, where at the end of the annual secular Medical 
Symposium, 15 doctors (13 nationals & 2 expatriate missionaries) and a student who gathered 
with me over a meal and made a definite commitments to form (resurrect?) a national group, 
to move towards a national conference during Easter 2016, and to support the students in 
their regular meetings in Port Moresby.  

Please pray for James Kintwa as he leads these new initiatives.

Give thanks for David Linge, who has kept a light flickering over many years as he has 
pastored the students at the Medical School.

Pray for people like David Mills, who for many years has been leading the PNG national 
doctors in moving to a vibrant rural medicine program with a strong Christian component.
Pray too for students, like Hermin Peamo, taking up the challenge of encouraging the new 
growth of Christian medical practitioners in the country with some of the worst health problems 
in the world.        Thanks for all prayers!

OCEANIA
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The Online Masters in Family Medicine program has gained momentum with 29 students 
waiting to enroll in the program, for the year 2015-2016. These students were selected 
from a pool of 79 applicants. The MFM course applicants are from Africa, Asia, Caribbean 
and other developing countries. The year 1 students have started the curriculum with the 
online discussion on ‘Introduction to Family Medicine’ and ‘Universal Health Coverage’. 
The new batch will be attending the contact centers where the face to face sessions will 
be conducted. This time we are looking forward to beginning a new center in Harpur Me-
morial hospital, Menouf, Egypt. 

The Online Masters in Family Medicine program has gained momentum with 29 students waiting to 
enroll in the program, for the year 2015-2016. These students were selected from a pool of 79 
applicants. The MFM course applicants are from Africa, Asia, Caribbean and other developing countries. 
The year 1 students have started the curriculum with the online discussion on ‘Introduction to Family 
Medicine’ and ‘Universal Health Coverage’. The new batch will be attending the contact centers where 
the face to face sessions will be conducted. This time we are looking forward to beginning a new center 
in Harpur Memorial hospital, Menouf, Egypt.  

. 

  

  

Map of MFM applicants 
Years 2014 and 2015 
 

Contact Program centers 

Contact centers for year 2015-2016  

 Harpur Memorial Hospital, Menouf, Egypt 
 Bowen University Teaching Hospital, Ogbomosho, Nigeria 
 Christisan Medical College, Vellore, India 
 Meng hospital, Kampala, Uganda 

 

PROJECT
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The Online Masters in Family Medicine program has gained momentum with 29 students waiting to 
enroll in the program, for the year 2015-2016. These students were selected from a pool of 79 
applicants. The MFM course applicants are from Africa, Asia, Caribbean and other developing countries. 
The year 1 students have started the curriculum with the online discussion on ‘Introduction to Family 
Medicine’ and ‘Universal Health Coverage’. The new batch will be attending the contact centers where 
the face to face sessions will be conducted. This time we are looking forward to beginning a new center 
in Harpur Memorial hospital, Menouf, Egypt.  
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Contact Program centers 

Contact centers for year 2015-2016  

 Harpur Memorial Hospital, Menouf, Egypt 
 Bowen University Teaching Hospital, Ogbomosho, Nigeria 
 Christisan Medical College, Vellore, India 
 Meng hospital, Kampala, Uganda 

 The contact sessions are structured to hone the clinical skills and face to face interaction 
of students and the facilitators, who attend the respective centers. The sessions also 
include student seminars, patient bedside and case scenario discussions.
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Yearly faculty development programs are held by the Distance Education unit of CMC 
to enthuse faculty involved in the distant learning Family Medicine program on Family 
Medicine principles and also orient on effective facilitation of contact program, to be 
‘platform for transformation’. The workshop activities include interactive lectures, roleplays 
and facilitators’ discussion on the challenges faced in conducting the face to face sessions. 

Dr.Patrick Luwaga, Deputy Medical Director, Mengo Hospital, Kampala, Uganda is our 
local coordinator at the Ugandan regional center. He attended the faculty development 
workshop and actively participated in the workshop activities.
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PLEASE NOTE: ICMDA has an international address - office@icmda.net. 
Please update to this preferred address. For useful websites and resources, 
visit the ICMDA website resource bank. The opinions expressed herein are 
not necessarily those of ICMDA. Translations of NPP are encouraged and 
permissible.

                                                                                      

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE -  DECEMBER 2015

ICMDA, No.19, Doctors Avenue, Thutipuet, Vellore - 632 011. South India
Tel: +91 416 2266686 : Website: www.icmda.net : Email: office@icmda.net

CONFERENCE CALENDAR 2015
October 16-18 Annual conference at Hothorpe Hall, CDF, UK.

October 23-25 Polish CMF -National conference

October 23-25 The North East India Regional Conference at Guwahati. 

October 24-25 DACH (Deutsch Austrian, Swiss) Congress in Salzburg.

November 05-07 Nepal National conference.

November 13-15 Students and Junior Doctors’ Conference,AMC Romania.

November 18-20 Annual Conference at Christian Hospital, Quetta, Pakistan.

December 02-04 Christian Responses to Global Health Issues at 
  Lippo Village—Jakarta, Indonesia


