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EDITORIAL

Vinod Shah
CEO- ICMDA

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will….Ephesians 1:3-5

"Hetty" Green (1834 –1916) nicknamed the "Witch of Wall Street", was an American business 
woman  known as "the richest woman in America”. On her death she left behind a fortune worth $100 
million. Hetty Green's stinginess was legendary. She was said never to turn on the heat or use hot water. 
She wore one old black dress and undergarments that she changed only after they had been worn out, 
did not wash her hands and rode in an old carriage. She ate mostly pies that cost fifteen cents. One 
tale claims that Green spent half a night searching her carriage for a lost stamp worth two cents. Her 
frugality extended to family life. When her son Ned broke his leg as a child, Hetty tried to have him 
admitted to a free clinic for the poor. All this does sound extraordinary and almost unbelievable until 
we examine the human condition of all of us.

We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing according to the 1st chapter in Ephesians. We have 
been adopted as royal children of the King of Kings and blessed with all the Glory of Heaven. And yet 
we live lives of “quiet desperation”.

Let us look at the wealth of blessings we could enjoy as promised in Ephesians 1: 

•		Redemption	through	His	blood
•		Forgiveness	of	our	sins
•		Grace	unlimited
•		Chosen	people
•		Great	inheritance	guaranteed	by	the	seal	of	the	Holy	Spirit

Let us therefore not be downcast but let us rejoice as God has prepared things for those who love him that no 
eye has seen, or ear has heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind of any human being.1 Cor 2:9.
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FROM THE REGIONS

PANAMA

CENTRAL AMERICA

Report from ACPSA

The one result of our conference is the 
beginning of the expansion of the prayer 
group of students of the faculty of health 
sciences of the National University of 
Panama.     This group has a presence 
in the university for the last 21 years; 
however there are many other medical 
schools and several private universities 
in our country, hence we suggested to 
the board of the group, to think about 
expanding their horizons. 

With the help of student Carolina Li of the 

National University of Panama, and the 
student Madelaigne Visuette of the Latina 
University, in December last year the 
meetings were initiated with great success. 
ACPSA sowed the seed, with the presence 
of the Dr. Mario Ruiz and Nurse Fermina 
Santos in one such meeting. 

We know that God will prosper this initiative 
as well, as He did in the National University 
of Panama. We hope this heralds the 
beginning of a larger network of Christian 
students of health sciences, who are 
witnesses of Lord Jesus Christ at their 
places of study.
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South America Report – Visit to Paraguay

November 20 to 23, 2015, I had the 
privilege to visit Asuncion, capital city of 
Paraguay to meet with Medical Christian 
Doctors.  An event was organized by 
Dr. Wilhelm Schroeder, specialized to 
treat Hansen Disease, in the Missionary 
Mennonite Hospital of Paraguay for all 

Christian Doctors in 
Paraguay.

The purpose of the 
meeting was twofold. 
On one hand, we were 

called to reflect about 
two main issues in our 
society namely, 

a) Recent trend regarding tendency and 
ideologies pertaining to Sexuality in 
Latin America and Paraguay, and how 
medical Christian Doctors are called to 
respond to the same do and respond.

b) The ministry of Christian Doctor in the 
Society. 

On the other hand the group designed a 
committee with the purpose of beginning 
a formal organization of Medical Christian 
Association in the country.  

I praise the Lord for this activity, sharing 
fellowship, developing relationships as 
Christians and colleagues for inspirations 
and challenge. To be Him the glory!

Jorge Patpatian

SOUTH AMERICA
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Baltic Summer Camp 2015

July 15-18: About 30 students, medics, 
dentists and some other health care 
professionals and family members gathered 
for the XI Baltic Christian Medical Student 
Camp with theme “Love Unites”. We stayed 
in a nice camp place with peaceful scenery in 
Estonia close to the Latvian border. As former 
years the camp was quite international with 
attendants from UK, Finland and Norway as 
well.
MD Pablo Fernandez, Head of Graduate 
Ministries, CMF UK, spoke about important 
issues for a Christian in general and Christian 
health care professional in particular. He 
focussed on relationship with God and with 
other Christians from Paul̀ s letter to the 
Colossians. Bernard Palmer, retired surgeon 
also working with the CMF UK and author 
of several books including “Cure for Life”, 
delivered very clear teaching of the core gospel 
studying Paul̀ s letter to Titus. Fernandez and 
Palmer lead practical seminars about studying 
the Bible and how to share the Gospel with 
patients in a sensitive way.
Igor Panenko, Estonian family and emergency  
physician and pastor, gave a very personal 
and inspiring testimony from his experience 
of sharing the Gospel with patients in different 
settings including critical situations. Tõnu 

Lehtsaar, professor of practical theology and 
former rector of the Tartu University, lead a 
seminar on Christians in a high-demand 
environment, helping us to understand 
the contemporary society and how we as 
Christians can engage with it.
The camp concluded with a quite interesting 
session where the panel of Fernandez and 
Palmer with their lovely wives answered 
written questions that were collected from the 
attendants on beforehand. In-between there 
were training sessions including setting I.V. 
line, massage, CPR, kinesiotaping and oral 
hygiene as well as lots of time for spiritual 
and social fellowship.
It was clearly seen that the Estonian 
organizing team had prepared everything 
excellently. We believe that this camp has 
had a significant impact on the Christian work 
among medics in the Baltic countries, and we 
pray that God will continue to bless what was 
sowed and watered during the camp.
Geir-Anders Kaldal,
RR to the Nordic & Baltic countries

NORDIC & BALTIC COUNTRIES

EURASIA 
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Prayer Points from CMF UK

Uphold in prayer the rollout of the new 
CMF Strategic Plan.  Connect, Grow 
Speak and Serve is the overall theme for 
2016-2020.  Growing from this is our 2020 
Active Vision. 
Active is used as an acronym makes 
memorable these six priorities. 

1. Advocacy: Being a voice for the voiceless;
2. Communications: Digital and print for the 

next decade; 

3. Training: Courses, resources and road-
shows to build up and equip;

4. International Partnerships: Strengthening 
our international partnerships; 

5. Volunteering: Opportunities for members to 
serve in new ways;

6. Evangelism: Sharing and defending the life-
giving gospel. Alongside is our 2020 ACTIVE 
vision focussing on six key priorities:

Pray for the upcoming CMF National 
Conference (22–24 April).The world 
-renowned speaker and teacher Professor 
Don Carson will expound passages from 
1 Corinthians where Paul reminds this 
young Church not to forget ‘matters of first 
importance.’ Professor Andrew Tomkins 
will deliver the 2016 Rendle Short Lecture: 
‘Tackling global health inequalities’.

Praise God for a record number of 
registrations for the CMF Student 

Conference 12-14 February.  Tim Chester 
is the main speaker.

Hold before God the 20plus international 
student leaders who will attend the annual 
Sydenham Conference. Many will return to 
pioneer CMF student movements in their 
countries.

Pray for CMF’s regional and day 
conferences held this northern spring: 
Cardiff (27 February), theme ‘Serving in 
Babylon’; Cambridge: (12 March), theme 
‘New Frontiers in Bio-ethics’. London: (29 
April), Psychiatry Day Conference.

John Martin,  CMF Head of 
Communications

UK

ALBANIA

Praise & Prayer Points from CMA : 
- We are trying to encourage Christian 

doctors to gather and understand 
how important it is to encourage one 
another and to support Christian 
medical students. It is challenging to 
make it a priority, because most of 
us have families and are really busy 
with work and other obligations. 

- For years there have been missing 
new contacts, now we are work-
ing hard to establish those, through 
email and other network.

- In cooperation with a local church, for 
Christmas we were able to distribute 
gifts and Bibles in 3 departments at 
Children's hospital. 
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- Still we are dealing with taxes, which 
make no sense and have frozen our 
bank account.

Praise: 
We thank God for renewing our vision. We 
have started to do Saline Solution training 
(we use the website to prepare and then 
share it with other) and the first module was 
a challenge and a blessing for most of us. 

Prayer: 

Please pray for grace from the Almighty, 
how we can really be an encouragement 
for Christian doctors who have lost their 
hearts in our corrupted and malfunction-
ing medical system. Many of us work for 
pharmaceutical companies or insurances 
to make a living, even though have finished 
a residency.

Please pray how we should work with de-
tails to organize our next meeting in March.

Please pray for favour to resolve the prob-
lem of taxes.

In Christ,
Valbona Iljazi, MD

ACM Report

Together with the ICMDA member 
movements in Austria and Switzerland, 
ACM Germany is grateful for God's 
guidance and presence regarding the 
first sub regional meeting in German (the 
"DACH conference") which was held in 
Salzburg (Austria) in October and drew 
altogether around 160 persons. It was 

a good opportunity to get to know each 
other a little better and to listen to excellent 
input from speakers as well as to discuss 
things in seminars and personally. It 
encouraged us to begin and prepare for a 
next conference in autumn 2017.

As German ACM we will have our national 
conference from 12-14 February under the 
heading of "Health - Money - Justice" and 
shall be addressing issues such as finance 
in the health system, distributive justice, 
challenges due to the influx of more than 
1 million refugees last year and also 
challenges deriving from the changing age 
distribution in  society. How and where, we 
as Christians called to respond - and be a  
testimony to the people we encounter and 
are dealing with in our  ministry?

Our efforts (together with that of many other 
organisations) against a  liberalization of 
assisted suicide rules in Germany have 
been at least  partially successful: a step 
to further softening the regulations could  
be fended off and as ACM Germany, our 
position statements were being  received 
with interest and some positive response 
by quite a few members of parliament. We 
thank God for that and want to be open 
to act in other society and political issues 
when and where He feels this necessary.

Kind regards and God's blessing -
Dr. Eckhard Piegsa

GERMANY
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Dr. Peter Klopf, 
chairman of ARCHAE Reports

The ARCHAE is still a small movement but there are encouraging developments. We 
are very thankful for the successful first D-A-CH congress together with the German and 
Swiss movements. It took place in Salzburg last October: Title: Idea of Man, How values 
determine our acts.

A big concern for me as president is, that we have a lack of "human resources". Including 
me, we are 3 or 4 to run the ARCHAE and it often becomes a big burden to me. This is 
a symptom of doctors in Austria who are working by far too much. Especially Christian 
doctors many times cannot find enough time and energy for their Family and themselves, 
because the standards we claim of ourselves are even higher. 

We were taught to exploit ourselves but did not learn to take, all we need from the Lord. 
Please pray with us to find Christian doctors, who are willing and able to join actively 
in the ARCHAE. I am convinced, that we have an important message to tell instead of 
persuaded.

CMF Serbia Report

Lecture at the Medical University Novi 
Sad, October 2015.

God has answered our prayers of 
years. He made the Medical University 
- Novi Sad to be opened for Christian 
professional's teaching. The event was 
hosted by the legal Student Association 
at the Medical University-Novi Sad 
with EUS(IFES cooperation )and CMF 
Serbia. 

AUSTRIA

SERBIA
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The lecture was given by Professor Glynn Harrison on "Neuroscience and religious belief." 
More than 200 participants and about 70 medical students were present. The participants 
and medical students listened carefully to the exposure, and asked good questions at 
the intervals. Many were keen to talk to the speakers after the lecture. The organizers of 
the student and the faculty are interested to host the Christian medical professors in the 
future. 

This is the reason to celebrate the Lord! 

Second ICMDA Balkan Conference 2016 Belgrade, Serbia on dates 22-25 September. 
The aim of this conference is to connect with doctors/students in the region, to develop 
networks and to spread the vision of ICMDA within the region and learn how to serve more 
efficiently in the broken Balkans countries. The main topics will be reconciliation, justice, 
peace, servanthood, migration and balance-in-life among lots of time for fellowship. More 
details will be announced soon.

Please, pray for God's wisdom, guidance, protection, for the organizational team, speakers 
and support; for good attendances.

Klara KD
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Patrick Chng
Administrator, CMDF Reports

Dying Faithfully: Ethical Issues at Life’s End 

One-day conference titled Dying Faithfully: 
Ethical Issues at Life’s End was held on 3 
October 2015 at the Bible House. Close 
by 100 participants made up of doctors, 
medical students and the general public 
attended the conference.
 
The conference was a lively debate and 
discussion on end-of-life issues. Moderated 
by Dr Goh Wei Leong, the speakers 
Bishop Emeritus Robert Solomon, Friar 

David Garcia, Ms Sumytra Menon and 
Dr Cynthia Goh were all engaging as 
they spoke about biblical and theological 
aspects, natural law, legal and medical 
aspects.
 
There was a lot of interaction with the 
audience who posed many difficult and 
interesting questions relating to the right to 
die, assisted suicide, Christian perspectives 
on suffering and how far one should go to 
care for someone who’s dying. 
 The conference was jointly organised 
by the Catholic Medical Guild, Christian 
Medical & Dental Fellowship and ETHOS 
Institute for Public Christianity.

SOUTH EAST ASIA 

 SINGAPORE
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BCMDA News from Taiwan's friend Angelique.

When we began in 2014, we were 8, but by September 2015, 24 participants joined us for 
the 26th September event of BCMDA. And many will join us in the coming months. We are 
expecting 40 attendees for the welcome party. It is a blessing to BCMDA and to ICMDA 
as well. We pray that more Christian Doctors would join BCMDA to serve, to share, and 
to shine in the almighty JESUS NAME in Burkina Faso and in the world as well. May the 
lord bless all of us. “We are small, but strong by faith."

WEST AFRICA 

BURKINA FASO

Dr. Santhosh Matthew Reports

Greetings from ICMDA South Asia region. 

South Asia Regional Conference: CMAI and EMFI (India) has 

decided to host the first South Asia ICMDA regional conference at 

Kolkata in October/November 2016. We will let you know that dates 

soon. Pray for Dr. Bimal and Dr.Manoj who are giving leadership.

Pray for Nepal: with the border (indo Nepal) blockade, the country is 

struggling. They had to call off the National conference of Christian Medical and Dental 

Association and HCF (N) last year. They are unsure of how long will it take for things to 

turn around. Pray for Indra and Samundra, the leaders.

Sri Lanka :  South Asia Regional leadership Summit for HCF leaders in February - 25th to 

the 29th, followed by four parallel Training The Trainer courses in Saline Process, Integral 

Community Health, Leadership and Discipleship Training starting Feb 29th and ending 

March 6th. Pray for Rajan and Arul and the team.

CMAB:  Bangladesh, lost its president (Stephen) recently following a heart attack. On 22 

January 2016 CMAB executive has selected Dr. R. G Saha as our new leader President 

SOUTH ASIA 



                                    

11

 
The president of CMAB (Christian Medical Association of Bangladesh)  
Dr. Stephen Chaudhary, went to be with the Lord after a sudden cardiac event.  
“Please accept our deep condolence on the untimely death of our loving broth-
er Dr. Mong Stephen Chowdhury (President of CMAB) and Director of Christian  
Hospital Chandroghona & Christian Leprosy Centre on 23rd December 2015”.

Obituary

of CMAB. Pray for the Board and David the Secretary. 

CMAP: We heard from friends that the Pakistan group has been registered and a web site 

has been set up. Pray for the leaders there. 

Myanmar, there are contacts and also a Christian Health Care Association, and HCF 

Myanmar. Some of us are trying to make contacts with these groups to encourage and 

support. Pray for me as I travel Myanmar.

Bhutan: we have some contacts but have not been able to get in touch. Pray.
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ICMDA PROJECT

As part of the Masters in Family Medicine program team, we are glad to share the 
successful run of yet another face to face session during January 2016. The 2 year, 
part time distance learning Family Medicine course offers blended learning curriculum 
to equip Family Physicians from developing countries.  

Masters in Family Medicine course (MFM) is run as a collaborative effort of the 
partners – ICMDA, University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK and Christian Medical 
College, Vellore, India. The unique partnership empowers the delivery of modules 
based on established Family Medicine model from the UK, well adapting to the needs 
of developing countries by the contribution from CMC, Vellore and participation of 
international ICMDA facilitators.

The curriculum conforms to adult learning principles, encouraging reflective and 
critical thinking which helps to improve trainees’ clinical practice and ethical attitude.

The program has been encouraged by the increase in number of applicants and 
students, during the year 2015-2016. Currently enrolled students are from varied 
geographical locations.

MASTERS IN FAMILY MEDICINE

The January 2016 face to face session: 

The January 2016 session was conducted in 4 international centers.
1. Bowen University Teaching Hospital, Ogbomosho, Nigeria
2. Mengo Hospital, Kampala, Uganda
3. Harpur Memorial Hospital, Menouf, Egypt
4. Christian medical College, Vellore, India

Harpur Memorial Hospital is a new inclusion, as one of the regional centers during this year. 

The face to face sessions delivered planned activities, including …

World Map showing 
geographical distribution of MFM Students



                                    

13

The regional centers serve as the “platform for change” for the participating 
doctors, to strengthen their commitment to patient care and also to unite for 
social and ethical transformation. 

We take this opportunity to thank all the facilitators and the regional 
coordinators who facilitated and supported the program cause.

 Interactive Family Medicine principles based lectures 
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Regional and International scholarships:
 Coincidentally, the start of the Egypt center has received regional support in the 

form of HOME sponsorships for Egyptian doctors.
 The applicants can also apply for the competitive CMVM ODL sponsorships 

provided for 5 eligible distant learners by the University of Edinburgh.
 The above scholarships are available along with the Rural Community 

Investment scholarship, offered by the University of Edinburgh. 
ICMDA participation at the FMPC stall, Delhi:
ICMDA, Vellore, India team also participated in exhibiting the course benefits and cause at 
the University of Edinburgh stall in the FMPC conference in Delhi, during November 2015. 
The stall received good attention from the attending delegates who were excited about the 
possibility of worldwide networking among Family physicians that this course can generate.
Volunteer mentor/ supervisors for MFM course:
We are grateful to the generosity from ICMDA faculty who are willing to volunteer 
as mentors and / or supervisors for MFM students.  We are looking forward to their 
participating in the course.

The regional centers serve as the “platform for change” for the participating doctors, to strengthen their 
commitment to patient care and also to unite for social and ethical transformation.  

We take this opportunity to thank all the facilitators and the regional coordinators who 
facilitated and supported the program cause. 
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Dear Friends,

We are happy to inform you that Doctors Life Support 3 is ready 
and now you could place your orders for your association by writing 
to office@icmda.net

 Each Copy costs $8, which includes shipping.

Doctor’s Life Support 3 
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PLEASE NOTE: ICMDA has an international address - office@icmda.net. 
Please update to this preferred address. For useful websites and resources, 
visit the ICMDA website resource bank. The opinions expressed herein are 
not necessarily those of ICMDA. Translations of NPP are encouraged and 
permissible.

                                                                                      

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE -  APRIL 2016

ICMDA, No.19, Doctors Avenue, Thutipuet, Vellore - 632 011. South India
Tel: +91 416 2266686 : Website: www.icmda.net : Email: office@icmda.net

CONFERENCE CALENDAR 2016
February 12-14 ACM German National conference

February 12-14 CMF UK Student Conference

February 25-29
 South Asia Regional leadership Summit for 

  HCF leaders in Sri lanka 

April 21-24 CMDA US National Convention

April 22-24 CMF UK National Conference

October 14-16 CDF UK Annual Conference

September 22-25 Second ICMDA Balkan Conference, Belgrade, Serbia 

November 19-20 Switzerland (AGEAS) Autumn Conference

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”

Psalm 46:10


