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Vinod Shah
CEO- ICMDA

EDITORIAL

1 Peter 1:3 New International Version (NIV)

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead……

Henry Thoreau said: Most people live lives of quiet desperation and 

resignation. Desperation results from a lack of hope. All the hope 

we have that is rooted in the temporal will end in emptiness. What is 

the nature of hope that will sustain? Hopes built on material things? 

On unbridled power?  In pleasures? None will satisfy the big black 

empty hole in our hearts. Do we really know what we want? What 

should we hope for? Sadly very few do.

When the Bible says that “I am the bread of life”, what it means is that 

God is what we really need. Our hope is that we will find Him. This is 

why Peter says that “He is the living hope”. Our hope is for a person 

and not things.
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Japan
A short encouraging report about the East 
Asia Regional conference held in the first 
week of August.

• About 115 people attended this 
conference from 5 countries namely 
Japan (majority, about 70), Mongolia. 
Taiwan, Korea and Hong Kong.

• Historically there has been a 
TRINATION conference for now 47 
years and this regional association 
predates ICMDA. Then in 2012, 
after my first visit in Taiwan for this 
Trination congress, the name has 
been changed to ICMDA Regional 
East Asia conference and Hong Kong 
and Mongolia have been added.

• Dr Heng-den Chern our present regional 
secretary of East Asia has been added 
to the Board and so in their East Asia 
Regional meeting he resigned and they 
had an election and have chosen Dr 
Hansangwan, a missionary dentist from 
Korea as his successor.

Vietnam
The CMF meeting of Vietnam was held 
from the September 21st to the Sep 22nd in 
a beautiful mountain resort about two hours 
journey from Hanoi international airport. I 
was invited to be one of the speakers.
This is the first time the Vietnamese are 
meeting as a group and so was a very 
historic occasion. Many did not know 
each other and have now vowed to keep 
in touch. The architects of this get together 
were two Korean surgeons- one Dr Yang 
Seung Bong whom I have known from my 
INTERSERVE days (I was Chair)and who 
is an Interserve missionary, first in Nepal 
and then in Vietnam. He works in a surgical 
clinic started as a company by Dr Kim who 
is well known and respected. The President 
of the association is Dr Phung Thien Quy, a 
Vietnamese doctor .About 35 odd doctors 
and nurses were present.

This group was mainly drawn from Northern 
Vietnam (Hanoi). Only one delegate came 
from Ho Chi Minh City. Next time they will 
have the meeting in the Southern part 
where there is more openness for the 
Gospel. However many will travel next year 
for the South East Asia regional meeting.

Drs Kim, Yang and Mrs.Kung 
Shin wife of Dr Yang. Wei-Leong 

Dr. Vinod Shah Reports
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ARGENTINA

The XVI ICMDA World Congress 2018 
was held from 21-26 August 2018 at 
Leonia Holistic Destination, Hyderabad, 
Telangana, India. The theme of the 
congress was “In The Footsteps of The 
Great Servant Healer”, the focus being to 
“Reflect-Repent-Renew”. It was inspired 
by the verse “A covenant to the people, 
A light to the nations. Isaiah 42:6”. The 
congress was well attended, with 847 
delegates representing 84 countries.

The Congress was organized by the 
International Christian Medical and 
Dental Association (ICMDA), Christian 
Medical Association of India (CMAI) and 
Evangelical Medical Fellowship of India 
(EMFI). 

PROGRAMME OUTLINE: The World 
Congress included the Students’ and 
Junior Graduates’ Congress (21-23 
August) and the Main Congress (23-26 
August). 

The congress offered Bible expositions, 
devotions, and plenaries, and a wide 
range of workshops / sessions over the 
6 days on 88 topics with 81 facilitators 
who were experts in their areas of 
work/mission. Their inspiring talks 
were challenging and sound teaching, 
encouraged participants to respond to 
God’s calling in their profession of health 
and healing.

The “Family Time” on 22nd August 
was a meeting for leaders of national 
organizations, organized for the first time 
to build capacity of, and fellowship among, 
the leaders of national movements. It 
started with an ice-breaker, after which 

the different regions presented their 
reports and shared concerns of each 
region. The session concluded with 
prayer for all regions. 

At the ICMDA General Assembly on 23rd 
August morning, the reports of the CEO, 
SJGEO and Treasurer were presented 
and accepted, and the members of 
the ICMDA Board for 2018-2022 were 
elected. The Assembly also appointed Dr. 
Peter Saunders as the 
next Chief Executive 
Officer of the ICMDA. 
The ‘Dr Shane Memorial 
ICMDA Medical 
Missionary Award’ was 
launched at the assembly 
in fond memory of Late 
Dr. Shane Sam Mathew 
who served as a dental missionary in 
Liberia. The first award was conferred 
on Dr Alexander (posthumously) for 
demonstrating a sense of God’s calling 
and responding joyfully and sacrificially 
in the cause of mission in the developing 
world. 
The formal Inaugural of the Main 
Congress was held on the afternoon 
of 23rd August 2018. All seated in the 
hall arose in attention to sing the Indian 
National Anthem to commence the 
Inaugural Ceremony. This was followed 
by Praise and Worship by Shiloh Band. 

From the National Organizing Committee 
ICMDA 2018  INDIA
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After Dr. Vinod Shah, CEO, ICMDA 
commenced the Inaugural Ceremony by 
saying a word of prayer and delivering 
his Welcome Address, Dr. Bimal Charles, 
General Secretary CMAI formally introdu- 
ced the dignitaries on dais. 
The lamp lighting ceremony was led by 
the Chief Guest Dr. S. Venkatesh, Director 
General of Health Services, Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare, Government of 
India along with other dignitaries on the dais. 

Dr. Mathew George, member of the 
National Organising Committee, gave a 
splendid introduction of the 12 regions of 
the ICMDA and welcomed each delegate 
representing respective regions. Dr. 
Rajkumar Songa representing the Local 
Organising Committee in his vote of 
thanks extended heartfelt gratitude to the 
guests from Christian network, churches 
and government who honoured us with 
their presence at the august gathering. 
Dr. Elmer Thiessen, Chairperson, ICMDA 
concluded the Inaugural Ceremony with 
prayers and benediction.

The Students Congress concluded on 
23rd morning with testimonies, worship 
and prayer. 

On 24th evening, the respective Regional 
Groups met for a time of interaction, 
sharing and prayer. On the 25th evening, 
we had the Graduates International 
Night. The Youth Alive group presented a 
glimpse of India’s rich and colorful culture 
through fusion of Christian music and 
dance. Many countries came forward to 
represent their countries by presenting 
songs, dances, videos, skits, etc. Many 
delegates dressed in their traditional 
attires. It was truly a time of friendship 
and more.

PRAYER: 
The Congress was surrounded by prayer.  
The Prayer Room played a pivotal role, the 
24 x 7 chain of prayer. The room had prayer 
standees designed for each of the 12 regions 
and an LED screen that scrolled every 
minute concern regarding the congress.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP:
The indigenous groups called Shiloh 
Worship band and Sounds of the Nation 
did a wonderful job of leading Praise and 
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Worship on all the days of the congress. 
Team Uganda CMF led African style 
worship on two evenings.

OTHER ASPECTS:
Exhibition and Poster Presentations: 
The exhibition was inaugurated on 
23rd August by Dr. Elmer Thiessen, 
Chairperson, ICMDA. There were 17 
exhibitors who displayed their state-of-
the-art technology, projects, software, 
publications, and work related to health. 
There were also 10 poster presentations 
from India and other countries displaying 
health related work/projects. 

Unicorpus Health Foundation provided 
medical assistance which included free 
medication, first-aid ambulance service, 
health check-up and I.V fluids.  

Programmes for children: The volunteers 
of Child Evangelical Fellowship, 
Telangana chapter, kept the children of 
the delegates occupied by teaching them 
action songs, choruses, bible stories, 
games and activities. 

Project visits: 7 projects were identified in 
and around the city. Delegates took time 
to visit NGOs, orphanages, HIV & AIDS 
and other health projects in and around 
Hyderabad.

Contribution to the environment: In honour 
of the Resource Persons, the congress 
planted a tree in their name in the state 
of Telangana. The growth of the tree can 
be monitored online with the bar code 
printed on each certificate. SankalpTaru 
Foundation supported this initiative.
Leisure: Many delegates went for 
local sightseeing before and after the 
conference and took advantage of the 
facilities within the venue. A photography 
hobby group came together. Mock-ups’ 
of Indian monuments such as India 
Gate, Qutub Minar, Charminar and Taj 
Mahal were erected for delegates to pose 
alongside and take selfies and groufies.

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

On 26th August, the concluding morning 
of the Congress, Rev. Roger Gaikwad, 
General Secretary of the National Council 
of Churches in India, conducted the Holy 
Communion Service using a meaningful 
Contemporary Order of service.
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CLOSING CEREMONY

The newly formed ICMDA Board was 
dedicated with prayers. The CEO of the 
ICMDA, Dr. Vinod Shah, delivered his 
closing remarks while the Chairperson, 
Dr. Elmer Thiessen, expressed ICMDA’s 
heartfelt thanks to the organisers, delegates 
and speakers present at the Congress.

The XVI World Congress 2018 came to an end 
with a striking performance by the North East 
Choir, a group of 50 vocalists.  

In closing, the Organising 
Secretary, Dr. Nitin Joseph thanked 
the organisers, volunteers, service 

providers, partners, special invitees, Government officials and all who 
contributed to the success of the congress, and also to those who attended 
the World Congress. 

We give all the glory to the Lord Almighty who enabled us to overcome 
every challenge and hurdle that came our way while planning the 
Congress for the last 4 years. It is by His grace we can rejoice and 
declare XVI ICMDA World Congress 2018 to be a memorable event to 
be cherished!
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FROM THE REGION
Eurasia

ICMDA World Congress 
Review from the UK

‘In the footsteps of the Great Servant 
Healer’ was the theme for the 16th ICMDA 
World Congress which was held in India at 
the end of August. Eight hundred Christian 
doctors from over 80 countries gathered for 
a week in Hyderabad, also known as The 
City of Pearls, and India's fifth largest city. 
Several CMF members, volunteers and 
staff were at the Congress, and we asked 
some of them to share their experiences 
with the rest of the fellowship.
The Programme started with the Students' 
and Graduates' Conference, led by talks 
from Dr Daniel Ho, who superbly kicked off 
the events with a talk based on exploring the 
marks of the people of God. This set a great 
foundation for the rest of the conference by 
ensuring we had the knowledge of who we 
were as people of God, and the sense of 
purpose this places on our lives. [Anne 
Huckstep]
One of the highlights of the conference was 
seeing his desire to make Christ known 
to everybody he meets. Pastor Ho boldly 
shares Christ with those around him at 
every opportunity, irrespective of their 
profession or social status. His passion was 
inspirational and a much-needed reminder 
of how urgently the world needs to hear the 
good news. [Bukola Ogunjinmi]
Daily devotional talks from passionate 
speakers set the tone for the congress. 
Over three days Raj Kumar focused on 
how, as Christian doctors, we can to be ‘a 
light to the nations’ , representing Christ to 

the many colleagues and patients that we 
meet. We are to walk in the knowledge that 
His divine power has given us everything we 
need for life and Godliness . Raj urged us 
to speak the truth in love, in the knowledge 
that God has equipped us, and will enable 
us to step up and step out in faith. Charles 
Price encouraged us with Bible exposition, 
focusing on the ‘Covenant God’. In Christ 
we have a new righteousness, a new 
relationship and a new redemption – ‘a 
covenant to the people’ . 
Another highlight of attending an ICMDA 
world congress was the countless 
opportunities to meet Christian doctors 
from every corner of the globe. Different 
lives, different healthcare systems, different 
cultures in different countries, all working 
out God’s purposes in the localities where 
they are placed. I heard inspiring stories 
reflecting God’s provision, power and 
presence all over the world, as Christian 
doctors demonstrate the hands and feet of 
Christ. [Matt Baines]
Words cannot capture how incredible it 
was to have fellowship with brothers and 
sisters in the same profession from over 

Some Delegates’ Experience at ICMDA World Congress
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80 nations in the world - the bond of being 
one family in Christ far surpassed the fact 
that we were all previously unknown to one 
another. 
It was indeed a privileged glimpse of the 
‘multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb’ . [Felicia Wong]
The meal times were another great 
opportunity to meet people from all over 
the world. I remember talking to a Mexican 
couple over lunch who told us all about 
their ministry tackling homelessness and 
poverty in Jalapa, Mexico. For dessert we 
were joined by a junior doctor from Niger 
who explained just how few doctors there 
were in Niger, making our staff shortages 
in the NHS seem inconsequential in 
comparison. Over another meal I heard 
about an Oncology Surgeon who had 
devised a Bible meditation programme 
through which she had seen many patients 
come to Christ, and be healed from anxiety 
and psychosomatic illness! It was so 
encouraging to hear how God was working 
all over the world. [Emma Peddlar]
The congress also expanded my horizons 
thinking about the global mission of the 
church. For example, I met the South 
African team preparing for a mission trip 
to Peru. It was so encouraging to see that 
God is always at work everywhere and 
uses people all over the world to expand 
his Kingdom. I have also met students and 
doctors from Europe and together we are 
planning to develop and strengthen the 
CMF movements in Central and Eastern 
Europe from where I originally come. 
[Anna Pawlak]
There is not enough space to capture all 
the stories and lives of Christian doctors 
from around the world that impacted me! 
Having spent some time in Papua New 
Guinea it was encouraging to hear the work 
of three Christian doctors in Port Moresby 

and share some of their challenges and 
prayer requests. I was enthused by stories 
of doctors setting up prayer groups in a 
town in Uganda, the beginning of a prayer 
group in a city in Denmark and Christian 
doctors beginning to meet in a small town 
in Brazil. [Matt Baines]
There were two international nights, each 
an opportunity for countries or regions 
to show off their talents. The student and 
juniors international night had a more 
comical flavour, with a dance number by 
Norway, a quiz from Oceania and stand up 
by the Netherland’s very own Rick Paul! 
The UK felt the need to contribute to the 
main international night, so decided to 
teach the world to Ceilidh! Unfortunately, 
we didn’t bring a ceilidh band with us, so 
Cotton Eye Joe had to do. The sight of 
the whole auditorium filled with people 
Stripping the Willow was a sight to behold! 
[Emma Peddlar]
We saw dances, songs and hymns, stand-
up comedy, beautiful cultural attire, and so 
much more. We were having so much fun 
that a group of us continued praising and 
worshiping the Lord in song and dance 
afterward as we didn’t want the night to 
end. [Bukola Ogunjinmi]
There were many breakout sessions to 
choose from during the day. These included 
workshops on bio-ethics, missions, 
understanding worldviews and mentoring. I 
attended a seminar on ‘compassion fatigue 
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and burnout’. We looked at how, in the 
busyness and demanding nature of the 
role, to ‘be still and know that He is God’ . 
A pastor from Delhi led a seminar on 
Christ centred leadership. We explored 
how as Christian doctors in leadership 
our motivation should be to reflect Christ, 
recognising that the leader we become 
is often based on the leader we follow. 
We explored how God has given us the 
capacity to lead in the spheres into which 
he has called us. [Matt Baines]
The ICMDA world congress afforded me 
a global perspective of what it looks like 
to be citizens of heaven but resident 
aliens in this world; to be medics living for 
Jesus in Godless and increasingly hostile 
societies. I learned about the waves of 
assaults (some subtle and some more 
overt) against Christians in the medical 
profession, such as the persecution of 
anyone with any conscientious objection to 
sanctity of life issues including abortion and 
euthanasia/assisted suicide in Canada 
[see News Review in this edition], and even 
the move to deter anyone applying for the 
medical profession who might have any 
such objections [see conscience wars in 
this edition]. 
Incredible though some of this might appear 
to be in other countries, the issues only herald 
what will be coming to us soon in the UK. 
It was a wake-up call for me as a UK 
medic, often with my 'head in the sand' 
and concerned only with my immediate 
circumstances, unaware that my freedom 

to practise as a Christian doctor is being 
subtly and systematically eroded. 
I don't want to wake up one day to a ‘new 
world' in which being a Christian and being 
a doctor are mutually exclusive and lament 
the fact that I did not stand up and speak 
out as a disciple of Jesus because I did 
not know that it was happening. [Felicia 
Wong]
My experience in India was remarkable. 
I departed with a greater understanding 
that, although the congress represented 
people from different cultures, traditions 
and healthcare systems, we all had one 
similarity; a calling to be Christ to those 
we care for and work with, and to embody 
grace in the areas in which we are called to 
serve. [Matt Baines]
I am grateful that I had the opportunity to 
go to the World Congress and I am already 
looking forward to the next one in Tanzania 
in 2022! [Anna Pawlak]

Sweden
Margareta Hook Wennfors 

Thank you for a wonderful Congress. It was 
such a blessing to me. 
How I enjoyed meeting with people from all 
over the world, being with so many young 
people, listening to their dancing joy on 
Saturday evening. 
I had longed to eat Indian food (I grew up 
for 6 years in Pune 1940-46). The food 
was excellent! 
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Russia
Dmitrii Lobastov

I want to thank God and everyone for the 
opportunity to attend the conference. 

When I was a student, I dreamed about 
the opportunity to have fellowship with 
Christian doctors. I could not even imagine 
that I would have the opportunity to be at 
such a wonderful conference. This time 
was a miracle for me. 

A few points that I would like to note. 
1. I was able to see the global medical 
movement. I got inspiration to relate 
myself, my work and ministry with such a 
large-scale and high-quality work. 
2. I met new people and ministries. This 
acquaintance enriched me and opened up 
the multifaceted work of God on the face of 
the whole earth. Furthermore, I was once 
again convinced that the Church is a big 
family. Thank you for this brothers and sisters. 
3. I was inspired to attend master classes. 
Thanks to the PRIME team, thanks Mr. Nick 
Land for a good ministry and discussion. 

I hope for new meetings with all of you. 
May God bless you!

Romania
XVI ICMDA world Congress: 84 countries 
and over 800 participants. A wonderful 
event that required a lot of preparation and 
team work, an opportunity to meet many 
different people and lifestyles, versatile 
cultures, amazing food not only for our bodies 
but especially for our souls. Books to bring 
home and a lot of memories filled with smiles 
from the international night. I appreciated the 
immense effort and the perfect coordination 
during the days of the congress. 
Thank you God and thank you India! 
Praying and waiting for Tanzania-2022!
Dr. Didina Iuga

Great event! Great fellowship, great 
people from great countries, great cultural 
experience!  Great God and great brothers 
in Christ !  Dr Paul Nandrean, Romania

     It was awesome...so many people from so 
many countries who worship the same God! I 
experienced a little bit of heaven! I appreciated 
“The Room of Prayer” and enjoyed most the 
moments of prayer for countries where they 
are not so many Christians! Daniela Enache

It was a privilege for me to be at this 
Congress. I am amazed how beautiful is the 
body of Christ, so many people from lots of 
countries coming together and worshiping 
God. Somehow I could feel the heaven 
on earth - people from every nation and 
tongue giving praise to the Lord Almighty. 
Thank you for the good organising and very 
delicious food. God bless ICMDA!  
 Dr. Ana Popa
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Georgia
I am Ana from Georgia ,  Including me there 
were three Participants from  Georgia.
For me, as I am a student, this was my first 
conference outside my country, and I had 
an amazing experience. It was wonderful 
to meet so many new people from different 
countries and from different cultures. 
To share our experiences, there were 
amazing sermons and worship Service. 
Everything was highly organized and food 
at the conference was amazing. People 
and everything else also was wonderful. 
Thank you very much for this opportunity 

to be part of this amazing conference. We 
returned to our homeland with renewed 
forces, new goals and big motivation. Also 
India was amazing, with its nature, colors, 
people with traditional temples and so on. 

CMDS Canada sent our Executive Director 
Larry Worthen and 
a student and a 
resident to the WMA 
World Congress. 
They were joined 
the World Congress 
by another 3 CMDS 
Canada members. 

During the Congress, Executive Director 
Larry Worthen presented a break out on 
Conscience Rights. He also presented at 
the General Council on the pressing need 
to challenge the World Medical Association’s 
proposed policy changes on abortion and 
assisted suicide and euthanasia.

Our Student representative Heather McMath 
shared: “I learned so much about the 
different facets of medical missions around 
the world. I spoke with an Australian surgeon 
who moved to Congo and started a surgical 
centre, a family physician from Singapore 

who spends several months of every year 
providing care in remote communities in the 
Pacific Islands, and many others who work in 
underserved populations in their own towns. 
Whether moving to a new country or being 
consistent in returning to the same mission 
work year after year, serving in far-off lands 
or in dark alleys nearby, a common theme 
was their unyielding faithfulness. As a rural 
family doc from South Africa told me, ‘Praying 
‘not my will but yours be done’ is dangerous! 
But there is joy in obedience.’”
Our resident rep Dr. Harry Zhou shared: 
“The most memorable moment of the 
World Congress has to be the International 
Night. Delegates from 84 countries put on 
their traditional attires and showcased their 
culture through singing and dancing on the 
big stage. The energy in the conference 
hall surpassed even Taylor Swift’s concert. 
Everyone seemed fully immersed in the 
celebrations of each other and of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It dawned on me that this must 
be what Heaven is like. Until this global family 
gathers together once again in four years, it 
is being sent out by our Lord to every corner 
of the world with one mission – ‘to a covenant 
for the people and a light for the Gentiles.’”

Stephanie Potter 
Communications Manager

North America
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Hedwin Reports
ICMDA World Congress XVI is my first 
World Congress, and I thank God for the 
opportunity to be part of it. I really enjoyed 
almost every part of the congress. Praise 
God that He has united around 800 
medical/dental people from 84 countries to 
be together as  one family in Christ Jesus 
through the congress. This is also my first 
time joining ICMDA General Assembly and 
the Family Time Leaders, both of which I 
enjoyed a lot and shed tears of joy.
I enjoyed and was blessed by the Bible 
expositions, devotional talks, breakout 
sessions, plenaries, and all other sessions. 
I was very blessed by the life of all 
speakers, especially Pastor Daniel Ho and 
Rev. Rajkumar, blessed a lot by lectures 
from Dr. David Stevens about boldness and 
Dr. Peter Saunders about current medical 
challenges. 
I enjoyed the opportunity given to share in 
one of the student’s breakout session about 
“Love, Sex and Marriage”. It went well and 
I received very good feedback from the 
participants. I thank God who had enabled 
me to be a blessing for many students who 
attended my session.

Another unique opportunity that I enjoyed 
was a wonderful 1-hour consultation with 
student ministry team from DR Congo. How 
amazing to share what I know about student 
ministry in my region, and to know that it can 
bless other people from other part of the 

world. I enjoyed giving presentation about 
student ministry assessment and led the 
regional discussion of the student congress, 
along with my beloved ASJGEOs, Augustin 
and Nurgul. Such a wonderful time to meet 
and work together, and to know the fact that 
we desperately need each other. Especially 
that we need Augustin to always cheer up 
the students with his wonderful jokes!
From South East Asia perspective, I thank 
God for 39 delegates attending the World 
Congress (Indonesia 20, Singapore 2, 
Malaysia 3, Philippines 3, Vietnam 3, 
Thailand 2, Cambodia 4, Laos 2). We had 
a wonderful regional meeting on Friday 
evening. We heard ministry update from 
Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos, and closed with time of 
prayer. I was very excited to hear all the 
growing CMF in those countries. I can feel 
that friendship was growing deeper between 
us and the congress had stimulated all the 
SEA countries to build stronger national 
movement.
Joining a big congress like this also allowed 
me to meet new and old friends. Together 
with Augustin and Nurgul, we thank God 
for the time to sit together with Dr. Vinod 
Shah, to give thanks together for what 
He had done, and to cherish the moment 
together before Dr. Vinod’s stepping down. 

And also with Dr. Peter Saunders, to get to 
know one another before we work together 
in the future. I enjoyed meeting ICMDA 
friends I met in previous meetings, and I am 
always amazed how God can give us such 

South East Asia



13

a wonderful unity together!
Last but not least, I also enjoyed the 
fellowship time with my fellow Indonesian 
brothers and sisters that also come from 
various provinces of Indonesia. We enjoyed 
singing and dancing together, both in 
student and main congress, and of course 
the shopping time in Charminar, Hyderabad. 
I pray that all the blessings that God has 
given to us in Hyderabad will challenge and 
stimulate ourselves 
to always walk in the 
footsteps of the Great 
Servant Healer, Jesus 
Christ! And multiply 
as many as possible 
doctors and dentists 
(and future doctors) 
who will follow His 
footsteps! Amen.

Kenya
Twenty Kenyan delegates attended the 
ICMDA World Congress in Hyderabad and 
for most it was a life time experience. Some 
described it as a taste of heaven as the 
delegates from all over the world praised 
and worshipped together. The opportunity to 
interact and share experiences with people 
from all over the world was unmatched and 
very inspiring to know that there is a lot of 
work being done not only to treat people 
from physical pains but holistically. 
The leaders’ forums that had also been 
organized alongside the sessions were 
very informative and equipped leaders 
with the necessary skills to run our national 
organization.
Here is some of the feedback from the 
Kenyan delegates; 

“I once asked someone to join me for a  
CMF- K conference and their response was 
that they have gone for enough conferences 
and heard the content before. During the 
ICMDA I got to experience the need and 
benefit of renewal and rejuvenation. The 
content may be similar but there is great 
joy in hearing God again and again. I left 
energized for God’s work.” James Wachira
“What stood out for me the most was 
the Bible exposition on the Theme of ‘A 
Covenant People’ from Is 42:5-7. To know 
that what were merely commandments in 
the old covenant were now fulfilled in Christ 
and had become promises that I could 
enjoy.  It was also really nice to interact 
with people from different countries, with 
different cultures & languages, to worship 
together and network. It was a little picture 
of what heaven would be like.” Rwamba 
Murani.
Here is a summary of lessons from Dr. 
Carol Kilach, a junior doctor

Discussing student ministry in Thailand 
with Dr. Pradubporn Leelasart (Louise) 

and Dr. Waroonsiri Daniell (Jar), and 
also with Dr. Goh and Dr. Lineus.

East Africa
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Following the theme “A covenant to the 
People, A light to the nations” I learnt;

• I have a mission to be a Compass-to 
shine like a star in pointing others to 
Christ.

• To be a servant leader in my work place/
community and take responsibilities, 
not to pass it on. 

• And help others to be leaders and not 
followers.

• To focus on healing and not just cure in 
patient care.

• A better relationship with God, to know 
that only through Him can I live the 
Christ-like life.

The congress also helped me experience 
the different ways of serving God in 
the Medical field around the world. The 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) who 
has combined air service, healthcare and 
spreading the gospel was an eye opener. 
CMF-K can borrow this model to see which 
other professions we can partner with to 
make our mission more effective to be a 
covenant and a light for the nations.

One of the CMF-K Board members,   
Dr. Julius Nyoru, had this to say;

• The ICMDA conference was well 
organized with excellent planning. 
We hope to import the same to our 
conferences. Explore the possibility of 
having students, junior professionals 
and our main conference within the 
same week for ease of planning.                                                          

• Intentional mentorship of leaders, 
proper Board selection and managed 
Board transition.    

• Encourage Research and publishing 
amongst Christian Doctors and add our 
voice to the global health issues.                                                 

• Set up advocacy and governance arm 
of CMF-K

From Prof Walter Jaoko one of our older 
members. 

“I had a wonderful experience and learnt 
a lot from the plenary sessions by the 
keynote speakers. But, the key highlight 
during the ICMDA Congress was my one-
to-one interactions with the delegates. I 
was very encouraged to hear what God 
is doing through the Christian Doctors 
in different parts of the world. A doctor 
shared with me information of persecution 
of believers in his country because of their 
faith and how the gospel continues to thrive 
even under these circumstances. I also 
talked to a newly graduated doctor from 
Indonesia, who shared with me about how 
for internship Christians are posted to the 
remote parts of her country where there 
is a lot of insecurity with the idea that if 
you refuse to go, you are not registered to 
practice medicine. Despite this Christian 
doctors go to the areas and trust God for 
their security. Another doctor shared how 
missionary hospitals are frustrated with 
the government making it very difficult to 
operate financially. Despite this, they have 
devised ways and means to make the 
doors of the hospital open to the public and 
many patients continue to receive Christ 
as their personal saviour in the hospitals. 
I left Hyderabad with this deep sense of 
belief that what God did for the Church in 
the book of Acts is being re-lived in our 
generation but we don’t get to hear about 
it. I also felt that we have a lot to be grateful 
for, the freedom to worship in our country 
and I also was reminded to remember to 
pray for our brothers and sisters in these 
settings for them to remain faithful to their 
Calling in Christ Jesus. I Cor 15:58.
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Tanzania 
THE EXPERIENCE IN THE XVIth 

WORLD CONGRESS.
This year’s world congress was absolutely 
fantastic and glorious. It was my first time 
to attend a world congress and I thank God 
for it. To begin with I would congratulate 
the organizing committee for the wonderful 
work they did.

Foremost what has really blessed me was 
just the experience of meeting up with every 

race in the world from almost every nation 
under the same roof with our hands raised, 
worshipping God. My heart would be over-
joyed whenever I would see that. The hotel 
we used for accommodation and meetings 
was exquisite, I enjoyed the meals espe-
cially the India’s desert.  
Again I believe God predestined us to meet 
new people in this conference who would 
play a big role in our lives. I am forever 
grateful to God for introducing us to these 
people through the world conference.

People from every Nation full of Joy and 
laughter for Gods Glory. 
I will surely keep on testifying what God 
did in my life through this world congress. 
Words are not enough to describe how this 
congress has blessed me but all I can say 
is ‘All Glory to God.’ 



16

Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 

Dr. Musubao John Reports
The ‘Association des Medecins Chretiens, a 
French name of the Association of Christian 
Doctors in the republic Democratic of Congo. 

“The Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
also known as DR Congo is a country 
located in Central Africa. It is sometimes 
referred to by its former name of Zaire, 
which was its official name between 1971 
and 1997. The DRC borders the Central 
African Republic and South Sudan to the 
north; Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Tanzania to the east; Zambia to the south; 
Angola to the southwest; and the Republic 
of the Congo and the Atlantic Ocean to the 
west. With a population of over 78 million, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo is 
the most populated officially Francophone 
country, the fourth-most-populated country 
in Africa and the 16th-most-populated 
country in the world”.

The aim of AMC is the Promotion of 
“SHALOM”; Presence of Jesus Christ 
among members of the association, 
colleagues and our Nation, The Democratic 
Republic of Congo by:
-  Nurturing and deepening the spiritual life 

of Christians practicing medicine in DRC 
- Encourage the sharing of their faith to 

others in their profession. 
- Provide a regular means of exchanging 

views, information and experiences.
- Promote friendship and cooperation 

amongst Christian health professionals.  
-  Support the mentoring of Christian health 

profession students and establishment 
of student/junior graduate groups.

- Through several activities, the 
association gives expression to its 
aims and to its strategy of the 5 E’s - to 
Enable, Encourage, Educate, Equip and 
Evangelize.

News
As we go to press with this our first issue 
of News, Praise and Prayer, the focus 
is certainly on organizing a National 
conference in the DRC.  
There is no doubt that the ICMDA World 
Congress held in Hyderabad, India, 
expanded significantly the boundaries of 
the Kingdom to DRC. New solid steps are 
taken, and foundations have been laid by 
taking hold of the opportunities given to 
do so through faithful obedience of God’s 
people.  

The DRC is planning to have its very first 
national conference, probably during 
which the exciting appointment of a new 
motivation for the AMC (Association des 
Médecins Chretiens) will be explored.  
We expect many positive happenings to 
move us along to inspire and encourage 
us to reach upwards and outwards for the 
Kingdom.  
The town of Goma will be welcoming 
delegates from all corners of the DRC.  
There is no doubt that Goma 2019 will 
remain a beacon to mark the beginnings of 
significant growth and development of the 
AMC in the DRC.  

Then we shall see the fulfilling of the vision 
of the AMC of “Being a National organization 
which brings together Christian Provincial 
Medical movements in fellowship, witness 
and service.” 

PRAISE
Coming back on the NPP produced in 2010 
by Dr Jan KAGIA praying for the DRC to 
come out of silence. 
The subject of praise is that the Almighty God 
has answered this prayer and has raised an 
active association of Christian Doctors who 
are well settled and courageously support 
each other in fellowship in the DRC. The 
association is AMC, with a well-established 
national board and provincial committees. 
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Today, accepted as a full registered 
member of ICMDA. Glory and honor go up 
to Jesus.

PRAYER REQUESTS

• Looking forward to a National conference 
in the DRC, we pray for the National and 
provincial Organizing Committees.  

• Pray for the encouragement of the Holy 
Spirit for all the many tasks before them.  
Pray that the whole team will be united 
in the desire for this great event to bring 
glory and honor to God. 

• For the speakers that they will be inspired 
by the Holy Spirit in their preparation for 
the sessions and for the delegates that 
all will go smoothly in obtaining visas 
and making travel plans. 

• For the whole Conference that it will be 
used by God to make His name known 
and His voice heard among His people 
gathered from around the DRC.

• For the delegates that all will go smoothly 
in obtaining visas and making travel 
plans.

• For the whole Conference that it will be 
used by God to make His name known 
and His voice heard among His people 
gathered.

• Funding for the work of the AMC is 
provided through membership subscri 
ption payments and contributions/ 
donations 

West Africa
NIGERIA

OSODIN, TIMOTHY EROMOSE, 

The XVIth     ICMDA World Congress in 
Hyderabad was remarkable and memorial. 
Prior to the conference, the Lord told me 
he had prepared a “table of banquet” for us 
in Hyderabad. However, getting the visa to 
attend from Nigeria was a spiritual battle, 
but in the end God gave us victory; we left 
the Embassy on Friday night before the 
conference the next Monday with the visa.
On the first day of arrival, there seemed to 
be nothing much to be desired. However, 
as events began to unfold, it was clear that 
the Lord had something great in store for 
us.
The venue arena was serene and adored 
with beautiful plants and flowers. The food 
was sumptuous and there was more than 
enough for everyone. This was contrary 
to what I was told back home that “there 
are no food in India’’.  I had to prepare 
myself ahead with some food stuffs which 
became useless eventually. Even for those 
of us who stayed additional days after 
the conference, provisions for dinner and 
breakfast were made for us.

The messages were enriching and 
delivered by seasoned and experienced 
Speakers. Of particular interest to me, 
was Rev Charles Price who was rightly 
described as “Billy Graham resurrected” 
by one of the delegates. I was amazed 
at his in-depth knowledge of the salvation 
message in Christ Jesus. I admired his 
charisma and desire  to preach like him 
someday…..my new found Role Model.

The Fellowship with the brethren was the 
“icing on the cake” and a fore taste of 
Heaven. Tea breaks and meal time were 
great opportunities to interact and make 
new friends.
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CONCLUSION: Of the four such conferences 
I have been privileged to attend with the 
Australia’s been the first, the Hyderabad 
experience was the best. I look forward to 
Tanzania’s (if Christ tarries) to be glorious.  
I sincerely thank everyone who made this 
year’s conference an exciting experience.

Chioma 

A foretaste of Heaven indeed! 

I do not have the words to say it all and 
I'm not such a good writer but then, I'm 
particular about the relationships I have 
made in this conference. The few days we 
spent together brought such strong bonds.

Indeed when God wants to bless a man, He 
starts with the gifts of men. 

Lest I forget, the food was good. I wish 
everyday was like that. 

Togo 
Praises
Our Fellowship Offered an Ultras graph to 
the Unit of Gynaecology and Obstetrics to 
the Teaching Hospital of the Capital Lome.

We had our National Conference from 28 
to 30 September 2018. 62 participants from 
the two universities of the country and 8 
brothers from Benin fellowship attended.

Prayer 
Pray for 30 doctors and students in 
discipleship course 
Pray for solid disciple of Christ 
Pray for leader among them 
Pray for a vision and passion for Christ

PRAISE GOD OUR FELLOWSHIP OFFER AN ULTRASOGRAPH 
TO UNIT OF GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS OF THE 

TEACHING HOSPITAL OF THE CAPITAL LOME  

62 PARTICIPANTS COMING FROM THE TWO 
UNIVERTY OF THE COUNTRY  

8 BROTHERS FROM BENIN FELLOWSHIP 

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES 

Jean Paul
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Dr Robert Claxton, 

I praise the Lord for the recent International 
CMDA Conference in Hyderabad. Special 
thanks to all who worked so hard to make 
this Congress such a special blessing.

It was most helpful to be met at the airport 
and be escorted to transport = particularly 
as this was in the very late evening. The 
accommodation was comfortable and the 
food was good.

The programme was very comprehensive. 
The plenary sessions were very inspiring 
and the breakout sessions informative.

I particularly appreciated the Saline 
sessions and the bioethics sessions.
It was very encouraging to meet Christian 
doctors from so many parts of the world 
and share with them our struggles and 
successes in seeking to serve the Lord in 
so many different contexts.

I particularly appreciated meeting up with 
colleagues from other parts of the world 
that I have previously met.

I believe these international conferences 
have a great impact worldwide through 
networks of Christian doctors.

I will do my best to encourage more of 
my Australian colleagues to attend the 
next ICMDA World Congress in Arusha 
Tanzania.  Is 42:6-7 will now always have 
a special significance.

Oceania team

Oceania 

Daniel O’Neill, MD, MA(Th) and Nathan 
Grills, MBBS, MPH, DPhil

“All creation waits with eager expectation for 
the children of God to be revealed.” (Rom 
8:19)
God is showing Himself through the lives 
and work of those called out from all nations 
to be His treasured possession and the 
source of healing for all nations. The colorful 
gathering of many nations at the XVIth 
ICMDA World Congress in Hyderabad was a 
great encouragement for all.  As His people 

follow the way of our Saviour, and reveal His 
character and global purposes, the world is 
changed.

The signs of the coming of the kingdom of God 
can only be revealed if we share the blessing 
of best practices, and speak it clearly to the 
watching and waiting world.  A vital way to 
do that is through research and publishing in 
the literature as shared at a breakout session.  
The Christian Journal for Global Health is a 
platform of peer-reviewed scholarly expression 
for Christians engaged with global health 
concerns.  We encourage you to be part of 
that expression for the glory of God and health 
of all peoples.   http://journal.cjgh.org

Australia
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Brazil
 MEDICOS DE CRISTO on the 

XVI ICMDA World Congress
From India to the WORLD 

That was the unique experience we felt 
while being part of the ICMDA world 
congress. We could deeply see throughout 
the program, the food, the people and all 
the surrounding that we really were in India. 

That was an amazing feeling and we left 
this experience willing for more. India is an 
incredible place, and to find out what God is 
doing there had a great impact on how we 
are going to see the world, in terms on the 
value of the word of God. Many people are 
sacrificing a lot to spread the word in that 
part of the world and to live it truly. 

We won’t look to the word the same way 
again; after all we saw and heard there. 
Thanks for giving us this opportunity 
that only ICMDA can show us on how to 
combine our faith and practice on our daily 
lives. 

South America

Peru

Thank God for such a wonderful experience 
in this world congress, the speakers were 
well prepared in their topic, it was very good 
to choose some workshops according to our 
learning priorities, the presentations were 
focused in which for Jesus' sake we must 
serve our profession through colleagues 
or people around 
us, where we are 
carrying the light 
of Jesus and the 
Gospel, showing 
c o m p a s s i o n 
for the lost, it 
was also a call 
not to remain 
indifferent to the 
human problems 
that from our 
possibilities we 
help and we 
are an example for the rest of people and 
professionals. 
Praying at all times to our great God who is 
capable of making all things possible. It was 
also a time of relaxation, getting to know 
so many brothers with a same spirit, The 
Spirit of God, the servers of the congress 
were very kind and attentive, the congress 
place Leonia holistic destination was very 
complete, we experienced the culture of 
India with the meals that they offered us, 
the participation of the delegates of the 
different countries was spectacular. 

In the International night, the meetings of 
delegates by groups were very edifying 
and to finish we just thank God and the 
organizers of the congress for such a 
beautiful experience that we will put it to 
work as Jesus asks us to.

Jessica milagros flores rojas  
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PLEASE NOTE: ICMDA has an international address - office@icmda.net. 
Please update to this preferred address. For useful websites and resources, 
visit the ICMDA website resource bank. The opinions expressed herein are 
not necessarily those of ICMDA. Translations of NPP are encouraged and 
permissible.

                                                                                      

ICMDA, No.19, Doctors Avenue, Thutipuet, Vellore - 632 011. South India
Tel: +91 416 2266686 : Website: www.icmda.net : Email: office@icmda.net

CONFERENCE CALENDER 2018

2019

October 21-28     Sydenham 2 International Conference 
November 23-25   Scottish Conference
December 06-08    CMF, Kenya Annual Conference

May 09 – 12       CMDS NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:7


